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Introduction

The Strawberry Line West Project is an investigation into the 
feasibility of re-using the abandoned railway between Wells and 
Shepton Mallet for walking cycling and horse riding.  A positive 
report was made to Mendip District Council in 2007, and the chief 
recommendation was that the sections of the path between Collett 
Park, Shepton Mallet, the town centre, and West Shepton had the 
greatest potential for everyday use as this path runs through the 
populated areas of the town, links well into residential areas, and 
connects people to the main retail and important employment and 
services sites.This brief proposal deals with a section of path east 
of the town centre.  Although a short link, it builds on the existing 
good quality path through Collett Park and into the residential 
areas being developed on the west side of town, linking them 
directly and conveniently with the town centre and the major new 
retail developments there.

Shepton Mallet Path – Mendip District Council

Notes

1. The new Tesco development incorporates a road crossing at 
this point to link on new shared use paths to the High Street.

2. It is necessary to widen the existing path to 3.0 metres for 
shared use.  Station Road is the designated access for the 
Tesco service yard, and road width is probably not available 
for the path. The only alternative would be to cut into and 
support the road embankment.

3. On this private access road, the carriageway could be 
reduced to 4.5 metres over this 50 m section.  This width is 
comparable to the width of the same road further west.  The 
existing railway fence should be relocated as a reminder of 
the railway heritage of the location.

4. The shared use path drops down to pass below the Cannards 
Grave Road Bridge.  The railway ran in a cutting at this point, 
and the land to the west of the bridge has been filled to a 
depth of about 2 metres.  The distance between the existing 
path and the bridge allows a new path on new fill to be 
graded at 1:20 and pass below the central arch of the bridge 
with a clearance of 2.4 metres.  Clearance would be slightly 
less to the sides of the arch, but not less than 2.0 metres at 
any point.  The length of the bridge is 10 metres and artificial 
lighting is not necessary.  Lighting along the length of this 
urban route is however desirable.

5. The cutting is filled on both sides of the bridge and ramps 
must be constructed to carry the path down into the cutting 
and back up out again.  To achieve 1:20 gradients the floor 
of the cutting would need to be raised by about 400 – 500 
mm in the area of the path.  The cutting does not drain 
and raising the level will serve to keep the path out of flood 

As the land required for the path is largely in the control of Mendip 
District Council, there is an opportunity for the Council to make 
a strong statement of its green credentials in a very prominent 
way, setting an excellent example to private landowners, and 
demonstrating the potential demand for this facility.

The great majority of users of this path will be walkers, cyclists 
and wheelchair users.  The path should also be available to 
horse riders but it would be necessary for them to dismount 
to pass below Cannards Grave Bridge as the clearance is 
limited.  Somerset County Council should be consulted on the 
suitability of the paths currently under construction through 
the town for horse riding, as the route is intended to extend 
use of these paths.

water, and create a permanent wetland area which will deter 
loitering in the cutting, The exposed rock of the cutting on 
the south side is undisturbed by the works, but as this is of 
geological interest, it could be exposed and stepping stones 
provided for closer inspection.  Constructing the ramps will 
require substantial amounts of fill but there is a great deal 
of development underway and permitted within a very short 
distance of the site which could supply more than ample 
material.

6. The route through the car park is designed to make clear 
that the Council positively welcomes walkers and cyclists 
on its site.  The crossing of the car park access and the 
route through the car take the most convenient route at the 
(slight) expense of car drivers.  Closing the existing access 
to the car park forces drivers to make a detour to enter 
the car park from the north, but achieves a straightforward 
simple crossing of the access road for cyclists.  Signing the 
route through the car park with lines and symbols on the 
carriageway sends a strong signal to drivers that vulnerable 
users may be present, and, as this is a staff car park, this can 
be backed up with warnings with internal communications 
and/or car park permits.  Specially designed gateways 
at either end of the path through the Council site could 
reinforce the welcome message – a selection is appended as 
examples.

7. New cycle parking could be located close to the reception 
entrance to reinforce the ‘cyclists welcome’ message.

8. The existing path changes level on a ramp which is steeper 
than the recommended 1:20.  The opportunity should be 
taken to re-grade this short ramp.
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